Proverbs- Things Fall Apart

Directions: a) Explain what each proverb means in every day speech. b) Explain how the proverb is used in the context of the novel. c) Explain how the proverb highlights the values of the Ibo people.
1. "Proverbs are the palm-oil with which words are eaten" (7).
2. “the sun will shine on those who stand before it shines on those who kneel under them” (8).

3. "If a child washes his hands he could eat with kings" (8).
4. “Let the kite perch and let the eagle perch too. If one says no to the other, let his wing break” (19).

5. "A man who pays respect to the great paves the way for his own greatness" (19).
6. “A toad does not run in the daytime for nothing” (20).

7. "The lizard that jumped from the high iroko tree to the ground said he would praise himself if no one else did" (21).
8. “You can tell a ripe corn by its look” (22).

9. “Eneke the bird says that since men have learned to shoot without missing, he has learned to fly without perching” (22).

10. "A proud heart can survive a general failure because such a failure does not prick its pride. It is more difficult and more bitter when a man fails alone" (25).
11. “Looking at a king’s mouth, one would think he never sucked at his mother’s breast” (26).
12. "Those whose palm-kernels were cracked for them by a benevolent spirit should not forget to be humble" (26).
13. "When a man says yes his chi says yes also" (27).
14. “A chick that will grow into a cock can be spotted the very day it hatches” (66).

15. "A child’s fingers are not scalded by a piece of hot yam which its mother puts into its palm” (67).
16. “When mother cow is chewing grass its young ones watch its mouth” (71).

17. "if one finger brought oil, it soiled the others" (125).
18. "Living fire begets cold, impotent ash" (151).
Part II

#19-21
What are some popular proverbs in our culture? Identify three of them, explain their meaning, and explain what they reveal about our cultural values. 

