Shakespeare Literary Terms
1. Dramatic irony- The audience knows something that the characters do not.

2. Situational irony- when the opposite of what you expect to happen happens

3. Verbal irony- saying the opposite of what you mean

4. Foreshadowing- clues or hints that suggest or predict a future event in a story

5. Allusion- reference to a famous historical/literary figure or event

6. Simile- Comparison of two unlike things that uses like or as

7. Metaphor- Comparison of two unlike things that does not use like or as

8. Personification- Giving things/ideas human qualities

9. Pun- A play on words (What did the grape do when he got stepped on? Nothing, he

    just let out a little whine- plays on the word wine).
10. Oxymoron- Two contradictory terms (Jumbo shrimp)

11. Paradox- a contradictory phrase (“Learn me how to lose a winning match)

12. Imagery- writing which appeals to one of the five senses

13. Aside- A remark made to the audience but unheard by the other characters

14. Soliloquy- A long speech in which a character, alone on stage, expresses his or her

       thoughts to the audience

15. Monologue- A long speech given by a character to the other characters who are on

      Stage.
16. Alliteration – The repetition of the same sound at the beginning of words

17. Malapropism- Misusing a word by confusing it with another word that sounds

     similar

18. Denotation- The dictionary definition of a word

19. Connotation – The emotional associations connected to a word

20. Double Entendre- Words that have a double meaning, one of which is risqué.
21. Foil – a character that highlights or brings out the personality/character 

      traits of another character.
