Hamlet

Act I, i-ii
Scene i

1. Initially how does Horatio regard the other watchmen’s sighting of the ghost?

2. Who does the ghost resemble? 

3. What happened between Hamlet and Fortinbras?

4. Why do the men have to keep watch throughout the night?

5. According to Horatio what is the significance of the ghost’s appearance? (see lines 116-129). What is the significance of his reference to Caesar?
6. According to Horatio, what stops the ghost from speaking?

7. How do they plan to get the ghost to talk?

Scene ii

1. What type of speech is given at the beginning of scene ii? 

2. Who has the king married?

3. What two possible reasons does the King give for Fortinbras’s choice to plan an attack?

4. What message is the King sending to the king of Norway?

5. What does Laretes request? Who is his father?

6. Hamlet says, “These indeed “seem”,/for they are actions that a man might play;/But I have that within which passes show,/These but the trappings and the suits of woe” (I. ii. 83-86). What is he saying here?

7. How does the king feel about Hamlet’s grief? 
8. How do the king and queen feel about Hamlet’s choice to study in Wittenburg?

9. How does Hamlet feel that his uncle compares to his father?

10. How long does Hamlet’s mother wait after his father’s death before marrying his uncle? How does Hamlet feel about the marriage?
11. Why does Hamlet describe his uncle and mother’s wedding bed as “incestuous sheets” (line 157)?

12. What information does Horatio give Hamlet? How does Hamlet respond?

