Commonplace Book Brainstorm Sheet 
Directions:  Use this sheet to help you as you decide what topics you want to focus on for your commonplace book.  Note that you don’t have to use these ideas, but these are meant to help you.  

	What do you like to do fun?  What makes it fun?

	How would you politically identify yourself?  Why?
	What do you wish changed about the world?  Why do you wish this?
	If you had unlimited money and time, what would you spend your life doing?

	What’s a place that you’d like to visit?  What is appealing about this place?

	What’s the smartest thing that you’ve done?  What made it smart?
	Should children be required to go to school?  Why do you think this?
	What’s one thing you’d like to eventually buy?  Why do you wan this item?

	What’s a country you’d like to visit but have never been to?  Why do you want to visit it?

	What’s a song that changed your perspective on something?  How did it do this?
	What’s something here at Huron that you think should be different?  Why should this change?
	What has been an influential moment in your life?  How did it impact you?

	What’s a movie that you’ve seen that you liked?  What did you like about it?

	What do you think deserves more attention in the media/news?  Why do you think it deserves more attention?
	Do you think that the world is fair?  Why or why not?
	What’s a book that you’ve read that you enjoyed?  Why did you enjoy it?

	Who has power in society?  Why do you think this?

	What does it mean to be part of an ‘in’ crowd?  What does that look like at Huron, Ann Arbor, Michigan, The U.S.?
	In what different ways do you identify yourself?  How much of your identity do you feel that you control?  How much do others?
	Do you think that the world is an equal place?  Why or why not?  

	Should children not be allowed to work and be required (as they are now) to go to school?  Why or why not?

	What role does race/ethnicity play in current society?
	What are the pros/cons of the spread of fast food restaurants across the world?
	Should people be able to move and live freely between countries throughout the world?  Why or why not?

	Should all people have free access to information and education?  Why or why not?

	Is there a difference between physical and mental freedom?
	Should other countries take refugees from other countries?  Should a country be allowed to refuse refugees?
	What does it mean to be ‘free’ in America? The world?

	How would you define The United States’ identity?  Why?  

	 Do countries have a responsibility to act against genocides occurring in other countries?  Why or why not?
	Can radically different cultures and opinions live next to one another successfully?
	What does it mean to be an ‘outsider’ in The U.S.?


